
Green Rock Hemp

Professional solutions from seed to CBD

APRIL 2020

Quality is Key When Choosing an Extraction Partner
For manufacturers of CBD products, the bar for high-end, effective 
products has never been set higher. Consumers are quickly becoming 
educated about hemp-derived CBD products and demanding only the 
highest quality. However, a quick look at hemp suppliers illustrates 
significant differences, not only in hemp processing practices, but also in 
the end quality of their products.

“Extractors come in all shapes and sizes, with varying levels of 
sophistication, and each has his own philosophy on which solvent or 
process is the best,” stated Joe Cachey, Chief Executive Officer, Green 
Rock Hemp Holdings. “They discuss CBD isolate, distillate, full- or 
broad-spectrum, and the host of CBD products as if there are well-
defined and agreed-upon quality standards for them, when in reality there 
is tremendous variability in what makes up  products using the same 
name.”

Thus, to succeed, not only do you have to build a team and infrastructure 
to manufacture and then market your product, but you also must be able 
to sift through a smorgasbord of suppliers to find the few that truly know 
how to produce high-quality product. To make this search easier, we 
have compiled a list of five critical considerations when vetting a supplier, 
along with some important questions to ask them.

1. Vision and Mission Statement
Although this may sound trivial, it is key to work with a company that 
has a clear vision and mission statement – one that is forward-looking 
and quality focused. With the CBD industry in such a nascent and 
undeveloped stage, it’s important to work with extraction companies that 
are visionaries in terms of their approach and goals. Choose an extractor 
that understands core industry issues, sets high standards, and pursues 
their mission relentlessly.

• What is their mission statement?
• What are they trying to accomplish in the industry?
• What sets them apart?
• Do their goals align with yours?

Our facility and processes are 
directed by a chemical engineer 
with 20+ years of experience in 
processing, biotech, and process 
design

Our processing techniques and 
equipment have been developed 
to ensure ongoing scalability that 
maintains repeatability and high 
levels of product quality

Our cold ethanol extraction allows 
for large-scale production of 
premium quality, FDA-grade CBD 
crude oil, distillate and isolate

Our SOPs and QMS ensure current 
Good Manufacturing Practices 
(cGMP) are integrated in every 
process step, allowing for strict 
repeatability, cleanliness and facility 
and consumer safety

The Red Mesa Standard 
Means Quality

Red Mesa is elevating the 
standard for quality CBD:



2. Manufacturing Certificates
With the CBD industry still largely unregulated, manufacturers have not 
been forced to adopt any standard of production. It is often up to the 
manufacturer to self-police and set their own high standards. A facility 
that is ISO 9001 (a standard of quality manufacturing systems that meets 
high customer and regulatory requirements, certified internationally) and 
cGMP (Current Good Manufacturing Practices enforced by the FDA) 
certified is what should expect of your supplier.

• What manufacturing certifications do they have?
• Does it align with their mission statement?
• Are they open to a facility tour?

3. Tested Operations Team
The sophistication of the machinery and processes for legitimate and 
scaled extraction has reached a level that requires true professionals with 
years of experience in the field. Make sure your manufacturer has a team 
of battle-tested professionals who know the ins and out of hemp extraction.  

• Who are their chief operators?
• What are their qualifications?
• Do they have hemp extraction specific knowledge? 

4. Trustworthy Hemp Biomass Supply
Does your extractor know exactly who their biomass supplier is? A high-
end extractor only uses the highest quality biomass from sources they can 
trust. Make sure it’s domestically sourced and from a limited number of 
farms to minimize the risk of contamination and fluctuations in consistency.

• Who do they use to source their hemp and why?
• How many sources do they have?
• What can they tell you about them?

5. Testing, paperwork, and a deep understanding of their 
product
By now, you should know to ask for Certificates of Analysis (COAs) from 
third-party labs for every product that an extractor sells. In addition, make 
sure they can have a sophisticated conversation about the quality of their 
ingredients. Not all distillate, full- or broad-spectrum oils, are the same, 
and it is imperative that the person you are trusting to supply you with 
your key ingredient knows this.   

• Can they provide COAs for potency and contamination for their entire 
product line?

• Can they tell you about the makeup of their product, down to the 
minor cannabinoids or carrier oil that make up the full profile?

Asking these tough questions and knowing how they should be answered 
will help in the search for a legitimate, quality CBD supplier. “When it 
comes to selecting a processor, you are not just looking for a supplier, 
you are seeking a trusted partner,” Cachey concluded. “Choose carefully. 
The success of your business depends on it.”

Let Red Mesa Science & Refining show you how we can be your trusted 
supply partner. Visit RedMesaScience.com or contact Anderson Bryant

Our automated manufacturing 
processes help minimize product 
variability 

Our HPLC and other analytical 
equipment allows on-site profiling 
and quantification of cannabinoids 
during each step of product 
development and manufacturing

Our manufacturing processes are 
monitored for ongoing verification 
and improvement in real-time

Our industry expertise means 
we are proactively implementing 
processes to maximize utilization 
and efficiency, and anticipating 
market needs

For more information on The 
Red Mesa Standard, visit our 
website:RedMesaScience.com
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Red Mesa Science & Refining
The Red Mesa Science and Refining 50,000 sq. ft. facility nears completion. 
The facility boasts an extensive, fully customized extraction system to help 
meet volume requirements now and in the future, as well as a state-of-the-
art cannabinoid analytics lab. With Federal regulations for processing hemp 
expected to become more stringent, Red Mesa is already working toward  
cGMP and ISO 9001 certification.

GeneticsCubed
GeneticsCubed is developing a specific CBC genotype with higher than normal 
CBC. CBC is considered to have great potential by the medical research 
community for its antimicrobial, anti‐inflammatory, and analgesic characteristics. 
“Genetics Cubed has successfully developed genetically stable and unique hemp 
cultivars,” stated Thomas Azwell, Ph.D., Research Scientist. The company has 
also opened its in-house testing lab on the University of California Berkeley’s 
campus, which allows for improved quality control and potency testing.

Red Dune Seed
Green Rock Hemp Holdings has launched Red Dune Seed, LLC, a company 
which will focus on large-scale seed and clone production utilizing advanced 
technology and proprietary procedures to maintain quality and consistency. The 
company now has two new greenhouses fully operational. “One greenhouse will 
be dedicated to the production of seeds, while the other will be used for clone 
stock,” stated Jarrett Brown, General Manager. “Our plants were moved in earlier 
in the month and are flourishing under the sun.”

In addition to providing seed and clones for Mesa Rising Hemp Farms, Red Dune 
is planning on offering its surplus to the market beginning in April. If you would 
like to learn more about our high quality seed and clones, or purchase for the 
upcoming season, please contact Robert Roche.

Mesa Rising Hemp Farms
Mesa Rising Hemp Farms is preparing its fields for the upcoming growing 
season. This year, the farm’s seed and clones will be sourced exclusively from 
Red Dune Seed and GeneticsCubed.
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATEUPDATE

USDA Drops DEA Hemp Testing Requirement
In a legislative victory for Hemp entrepreneurs, the USDA has amended their decision on 2020 hemp testing 
regulations. Stating that they now understand how the limited number of DEA-registered labs will hinder testing, 
the USDA has delayed the requirement that all THC testing on hemp crops must be performed at laboratories 
registered with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. Federal agriculture officials noted that the associated costs 
with disposing of product that contains over 0.3% THC could make entering the hemp market too risky, and they 
acknowledge the growing popularity of over-the-counter CBD products and their inability to get people to stop using it.

The testing delay comes after farmers and states alike complained there wouldn’t be enough DEA labs to handle 
demand. “We were able to reach an agreement (with DEA) that we are going to be able to provide some relief 
from the laboratory certification process for this crop year,” Greg Ibach, undersecretary for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, told members at the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA) meeting this 
week in Arlington, Virginia. The DEA will still expect states to work with their laboratories to try to achieve certification 
for the 2021 crop year. In 2020, farmers can continue to use their trusted analytical testing labs to ensure 
compliance with USDA rules.

Riggleman Proposes Tax Relief and Higher THC Limits
U.S. Rep. Denver Riggleman, (R-Virginia) plans to introduce the Hemp Opportunity Zone Act legislation in an effort 
to advance the industry. The legislation will seek to raise THC limits, improve access to banking, provide tax relief, 
and offer opportunities for new hemp and CBD businesses. Representative Riggleman co-sponsored legislation 
introduced by House Agriculture Committee Chair Collin Peterson, (D-Minnesota) in January that would include the 
regulation of hemp-derived CBD products in the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act.

Riggleman’s proposed legislation would create a Hemp Opportunity Zone Act that will create hemp opportunity 
zones, provide Hemp tax relief, and establish a hemp marketability study and report. The legislation is expected to 
be introduced in the next 30 to 60 days.

For more information on the Green Rock Hemp family of companies, 
please visit our website or contact Anderson Bryant.

Green Rock Hemp Holdings, 5662 W. Clubhouse Drive, Hurricane, UT 84737, 435-673-4125
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